Zapruder pix - Dm how tha govt got, what Zap saw (Sorrels, 3H352-3) 



Sorrels has been in the lead car, which headed the prcoession to the hospital. He 
hastened back from there to the Depository, estimating the epalsed time from the 
shooting until his return at 20-25 minutes. He spent some time at the building, going 
around in back, seeking out Roy Tnuly, the manager, inside the building and arranging 
for a list of the employees to be made, then talking to Brennan, who was pointed out 
to him (Brennan said he thought he could identify the alleged assassin, although the 
Commission bought his fairy-tail that he didn't do so in the police lineup that 
night because he was afraid). Brennan pointed out Eusins as another witness. Soreels 
then took both Id the sheriff's office. He discussed ufaat thqr said they saws-with 



both, tegteher- and at the sheriff's office asked that their statements be recorded. 

A s he was leaving ©j Shief Deputy A^ian Sweatt though he should meet the Rowlands, 
and he appears to have talked with them long enough to get their story fefor he recounted 
it in some detail) Then there wqs another witnesses that he started talking to, a 
woman who had seen a truck and men with something that looked like a gun case. But 
he didn't pursue this "because then I had gotten the information that the rifle had 
been found in the building and shells and so forth". All of this took some time - he 
was not asked horn much time, but certainly it had to be at least an hour. 

"At that time" Harry McCormack, a Dallas Morning Hews Reporter Sorrels had 
know for a number of years, told him of the Zapruder movies* Together they went 
accross the street to Zapruder* s office. So diligent were the folice of all the many 
different kinds that a magazine representative had proceeded Soreels, who was, it 
would appear, the first, although there were many visible cameras, sums pe rhaps not 
yet located. Zapruder "was real^ shook up. He said that he didn't know how in the world 
he had taken those pictures, that he was down there and was taking the thing 

there, and he says, "My God, I saw the whole thing. I saw the man's brains came out 
of his head." 

This is important testimony for it confirms the apparent meaning of Zapruder’ s 
own testimony, that he saw all of it, and clearly, very clearly, more clearly than 
even the film shows. The film does not show the President' s brains cone out. It does 
show, in a single frame of less than an eighteenth of a second, the impact and ex- 
plosion. At the time Zapruder told Sorrels this, it was not yet known what had happened 



to the President. .. 

Zapruder agreed to let the Secret Service have "a copy of those films", apparmtly 
all that Sorrels asked for. There is no further reference to the magazine represent- 
tive. There is no mention of him as accompanying Zapruder and his partner and Sorrels 
and McCormack to the News office to arrange for the developing of the film. 

"There was no one there that o would tackle the job. We then went to the televid. on 
station, WAA, of the Dallas Morning News, to see if we could get them to handle it 
there, and they said no, they would not attempt to do that." WAA arranged^h^wevgr^. — ___ 
for the local Eastman Kodak plant to process the film immediately. 

At the processing plant they enoo unteded a man not iden tified^ --5s other than 
a Ford salesman. Stem doesn't even ask Sorrels if the name "aB^PTdsounds familiar. 
This man also agreed to provide "a copy of the pictures". So, at close to the beginning, 
perhaps a little less close than diligent police work of minimum competence would have 
resulted in, but still, close to the beginning, the government had its most essential 
photographic evidence, ^y this time, certainly, it knew also about the Altge ns picture, 
for his was the first account the AP put on its wire. Stern see no point in establish- 
ing the exact time when he asks Sorrels for it, accepting the estimate of 2 o'clock, 
and it must have been later, for it was well after one when the shells and rifle were 
found, even if Sorrels, in a different building, learned of the discovery immediately. 
The time oould have been established by the call Sorrels say3 he then made to his 
office, when he learned Fritz was seeking him. He immediately left for *ritZ8s 

office. These times could have beai established by the police radio logs. 

Fran his own testimony , Sorrels took the policeman and his car back, away from 
the processing plant, apparently considering it needed no protection or, perhaps, 
never having given any thought to the desireability of the assassin or assassins 
destroying the evidence. The interrogation of Oswald had already begin when Sorrels 
reached Fritz's office. Aside from his revellatlon of further trampling on Oswald’s 
constitutional rights, and Sorrel ’r ; own participation in it. Sorrels ads nohing here, T" 

tJ Ms Piter ntr'i / 4-'*' t-i- 




Pidtures-Note s 



Kellerman, 2H92 As of the time of his testimony Ke Herman knew so little about 
the pictures he didn’t even know Zaprduer’s name or that he took those taken from 
Kellerman's right as the motorcade went { 91) . Specter, apparently with reference to the 
Nex and Muchmore films ( my presumtption) asked Kellerman, "Have you seen any other 
films of the assassination?" 

Kel3e nnan’ s response -began this way, "Tea; I saw a black and white, but I dicta’ t- 
I saw a black and white film. However, I didn’t get enough out of it to -« 

At this point, before ha aould say a single thing about these black and white 
films - whatever they are - that are not in evidence and that were hot subsequently 
offered in evidence. Specter, entirely unnecessarily, interrupted, ehaing the subject 
and throwing Ke llBrman off - perhaps it may even be inferred giving him a bint the 
testimony he was about to give was unwanted — ■ to say, "^efore procedding any further, 

I would like to move for the introduction into evidence of Exhibit 351", the wind- 
shield. Congressman Eord approved, and Specter then abruptly changed the subject from 
the films. There were these mysterious black and white films, there were the Nix and 
muchmore films, which are in evidence, there is the Hughes film, which the Commission 
managed to avoid putting into evidence, perhaps because it shows the front of the 
building at the time of the assassination, perhaps for other reason- but for no good 
reason when one considers the trash end trivia with which this massive record is bur- 
dened, all osrts of entirely unrelated nonsense and junk, not excludinf Ruby * s strip- 
teasers and generous expanses of their uncovered flesh. 

Instead, and abruptly. Specter asked Kellerman if he mi^xt have anything to 

instead of al lowing Kellerman to offer what he thougrt "might be helpful... on the 
question of how many shots were fired," Specter agains hints, without ending his 
question, "or have you told us everything you have in mind on that question." If 
he had anything else to offer, Kellerman didn’t, and Specter proceeds withi other 
things, the content, identity, description - anything- about any other films he 
may have seen and especially the black and white ones not in evidence, permanently 
dropped. They are not even listed in the Commission’s files, although there is a 
black and tfiite 16mm movies in the National Archives. 

Kellerman is a good and honest cop, but apparently 8 not very bright one. If 
he at any point realized what Specter had done, he didn't indicate it or protest. It 
is, of course, possible, that he was just disciplined enough to allow others to make 
the decisions about what he'd testify to. 
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